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OBJECTIVE: To determine the effect of several therapeutic reg:lmens upon sexual
and asexual parasitemia with P. faZaipa1"ZQ7l in naturally infected humans.

BACKGROUND: Falciparum malaria in Thailand is now considered, for all
practical purposes, resistant to chloroquine. As a result, tre;~tment is either
with quinine and/or a combination of Sulfadoxine-Pyrimethamine (Fansidar).
Other treatment regimens using combinations of tetracycline, qu:lnine and/or
sulfamethoxazole-trimethoprim are occasionally employed, but ar4~ inferior in
clearing parasites.

Quinine continues to be the standard drug given for P. fa~c~arum; its
efficacy is well known. A few scattered reports of slow respon:;e to quinine do
continue to cause concern (1). Fansidar's efficacy in fa1cipar1Dn malaria has
been proven, with radical cure rates ranging from 80-90% ,(2). ;\.pparent1y there
is little difference in cure rates between two or three tablet dose regimens in
infected adult Thais. Mef1oquine hydrochloride, developed by the US Army
Antimalarial Drug Development Program, has been shown to be 94% curative in a
single oral dose (3).

METHODS: This study is being carried out as a companion effor"t: to that
dealing with the treatment of acute vivax malaria, the results of which are
reported elsewhere in this Annual Report. The conditions and ml!thods: of patient
selection and laboratory studies are described in that report. Patients were
randomly assigned to one of the following oral therapeutic regunens:

1.2.

Mef1oquine hydrochloride, single dose 1,500 mg.

Fansidar, single: a) two tablets, b) three tablets.
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